
 

 

 



 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill 

your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that 

Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 
 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 
 

• Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and 

children’s worship notes are available from the ushers. 
 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service 

on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the 

room adjacent to the nursery. 
 

• As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle. 

Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 
 

• The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the 

Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for 

those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests 

who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion 

until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving. 

Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore 

God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion 

fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors. 
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The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 

 

February 16 & 17, 2019 
 

Light for Our Lives: Light bringing blessing 

 

 

 

Prelude He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands (10:30 a.m.) 

Junior Handbell Choir arranged by Valerie Stephenson 

 

Opening Hymn All Depends on Our Possessing 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 421 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

Please kneel 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive 

in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called 

servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 
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Please stand 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

  

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to 

sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may 

be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

 

M: For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await 

your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

 

C: Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

Lord God, in mercy receive the prayers of your people. Grant them the wisdom to know the 

things that please you and the grace and power always to accomplish them; through Jesus 

Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Deuteronomy 30:1-10 

Moses reminds the Israelites of the blessings and curses promised by the LORD. 

  

 When all these blessings and curses I have set before you come upon you and you take them to 

heart wherever the LORD your God disperses you among the nations, and when you and your children 

return to the LORD your God and obey him with all your heart and with all your soul according to 

everything I command you today, then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have 

compassion on you and gather you again from all the nations where he scattered you. Even if you have 

been banished to the most distant land under the heavens, from there the LORD your God will gather you 

and bring you back. He will bring you to the land that belonged to your fathers, and you will take 
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possession of it. He will make you more prosperous and numerous than your fathers. The LORD your 

God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love him with all 

your heart and with all your soul, and live. The LORD your God will put all these curses on your enemies 

who hate and persecute you. You will again obey the LORD and follow all his commands I am giving 

you today. Then the LORD your God will make you most prosperous in all the work of your hands and in 

the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your land. The LORD will again 

delight in you and make you prosperous, just as he delighted in your fathers, if you obey the LORD your 

God and keep his commands and decrees that are written in this Book of the Law and turn to the LORD 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul.  

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 37 

The LORD blesses his faithful ones and will not forsake them. 

 

  

Do not fret because of evil men 

 or be envious of those who do wrong; 

  for like the grass they will soon wither, 

   like green plants they will soon die away.  

 

Refrain 

                                                           
 

 LORD: In most English translations of the Bible, the word “LORD” (in all capital letters) is used to 

denote the Hebrew name of God transliterated as YHWH, or “Yahweh.” This is the most personal and 

intimate name of God used in the Old Testament. It emphasizes his role as Israel’s redeemer and 

covenant Lord and expresses his character as the dependable and faithful God who desires the full trust 

of his people. This name of God appears in every Old Testament book except Esther, Ecclesiastes, and 

Song of Songs. 
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Trust in the LORD and do good; 

 dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 

  Delight yourself in the LORD 

   and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

 

Commit your way to the LORD; 

 trust in him and he will do this: 

  He will make your righteousness shine like the dawn, 

   the justice of your cause like the noonday sun.  

 

Refrain 

 

I was young and now I am old, 

 yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread. 

  Turn from evil and do good; 

   then you will dwell in the land forever. 

 

For the LORD loves the just 

 and will not forsake his faithful ones. 

  The salvation of the righteous comes from the LORD; 

   he is their stronghold in time of trouble. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit, 

  as it was in the beginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

Refrain 

 

Second Lesson 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

Paul boasted about his weaknesses and considered them blessings.  

 

 To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was 

given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord 

to take it away from me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 

perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s 

power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, 

in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

 

Verse of the Day  

M: Alleluia, alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 
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Gospel Luke 6:17-26 

Jesus instructs his disciples about blessings and calls on them to put God first. 

 

 He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was there and a 

great number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coast of Tyre and Sidon, who 

had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those troubled by evil spirits were cured, and 

the people all tried to touch him, because power was coming from him and healing them all. 

 Looking at his disciples, he said: 

  “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 

  Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. 

  Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 

  Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your  

 name as evil, because of the Son of Man. 

 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how  

their fathers treated the prophets. 

  “But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort. 

  Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry. 

  Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep. 

  Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how their fathers treated the false 

 prophets.” 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.  

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) Jesus Loves Me 

Junior Handbell Choir arranged by Ron Mallory 

 

 Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so. 

 Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong. 

 Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 

 Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

 

Hymn of the Day Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening 

 Christian Worship 283 



pg. 9 

 

Sermon 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

 

Man’s Plans; God’s Promises 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

 He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering    He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands (8:00 a.m.) 

Junior Handbell Choir arranged by Valerie Stephenson 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church  

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O  

 Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who came as 

the Light of the world so that the world may have light and life through him. Therefore with all 

the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

M: All glory and splendor, thanks and praise are yours, O Lord, heavenly Father. You pierced the 

gloomy darkness of sin and unbelief with the brilliant light of your Son. You guided the Magi 

to worship the Christ and revealed the mystery of your eternal plan to save both Jew and 

Gentile. You declared Jesus your beloved Son at the Jordan River and, with your Spirit, you 

anointed him to be the Savior of all people.  

 

Bless our reception of your Son’s body and blood that we may shine with the joy of faith. Use 

this most Holy Sacrament to illumine our lives and minds with Christ’s forgiveness, peace, and 

comfort. Refresh our faith, and help us to reflect his truth and grace to the world. We ask this 

that you may receive endless honor, glory, and praise from every tribe and language and 

people and nation. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen.
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Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

 thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

 given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

 is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

 this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

C: Amen. 
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Be seated 

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine. 

Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 17 of the service folder. 

 

Distribution Hymns Jesus Sat With His Disciples (see pg. 16) 

 Christian Worship Supplement 763 

 

Amazing Grace – How Sweet the Sound 

 Christian Worship 379 

 

I Come, O Savior, to Your Table 

 Christian Worship 310 

 

Please stand 
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M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us 

to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our 

hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that 

day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds (stanzas 1 & 3) 

Christian Worship 358 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused.
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Musicians Pastor Kyle Bitter, organ 

 

Junior Handbell Choir Director Julie Handeland  

 

Communion Assistants Bill Dittman, Dan Ebeling, Larry Totsky (8:00 a.m.) 

 Brian Treichel, Scott Uecker, Eric Zabell (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Greeters Kathryn Hendee, Paul Katzer, Tim & Katie Lesperance(8:00 a.m.) 

  Holly Curtis, Kathryn Hendee, Brian & Tracey Lampe (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Head Ushers Doug Knuth (Saturday) 

  Jon Johnson (8:00 a.m.) 

  Michael Schneider (10:30 a.m.) 

 

AV Operators Lezlie Espana (8:00 a.m.) 

 Ben Haferman (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Worship Notes 
 

• The altar flowers are placed by Kurt, Julie, John, and Ryan Handeland in memory of Nathan 

Michael and in gratitude to the Savior for the eternal life he now enjoys, 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Family and friends of Joy Schnell.  Joy’s Christian Victory service was held at St. John’s 

on Friday. 

• Sharon Bartlein, hospitalized at Froedtert. 

• Pastor Joel Gerlach, recovering from surgery this past Thursday.  

• John Warnke and Laura Mueller, who will be married on Saturday, February 23. 

• Jon and Jessica Leyrer upon the birth of their daughter, Ruby Mae, last Tuesday. 
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Personal Prayer for Before Communion 

 

Heavenly Father, through this sacrament you invite me to receive your Son’s body and blood. I thank 

you for this gift of grace and for your forgiveness given here. Lead me to your altar with a humble and 

repentant heart. Strengthen me with your presence through the communion present in this meal. Amen. 

 

Personal Prayer for After Communion 

 

Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and blood.  

You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you as a branch remains in 

the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

Divine Service II. Text © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House.  

“Glory to God” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. Tune public  

 domain 

“Psalm 37” Tune Kevin Hildebrand © 2005 Northwestern Publishing House. 

 “Holy, Holy, Holy” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. Tune public  

 domain. 

“Lamb of God” Text public domain. Tune Dale Witte © 2005 Northwestern Publishing House. 

“Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Concordia/Starke. Tune public  

 domain. 

“Jesus Sat With His Disciples” Text © 1997 Concordia/Starke. Tune © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. 

“When Peace Like a River” Text and tune public domain. 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Epiphany 6  

M 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 Matthew 9:9-13 

T Philippians 1:27-30 Genesis 3:1-15 

W Romans 3:21-28 Matthew 19:27-30 

R 1 Corinthians 3:5-9 Genesis 6:9-22 

F Matthew 10:40-42 Genesis 7:17-8:4 

S Luke 17:5-10 Genesis 8:15-22 
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Parents’ Preview for February 24 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“When Peace Like a River” Refrain 

(Christian Worship Supplement 760) 
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